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Since the first recipient in 1994, sixty-one students
have been selected to receive the THSHS Ed Love
Scholarship, established in memory of the organiza-
tion’s founder. Five outstanding seniors received a
$1,000 award at the Board of Director’s meeting in
April. These students were leaders in their class, partic-
ipated in a variety of activities, and were top scholars.
Congratulations Emma, Stuart, Vanessa, Alejandra,
and Aizik on your many successes at Topeka High. We |
wish you well on your new adventures.

Vanessa Castillo Reyes was the
Senior Class Vice-President. She
was a Tower Award Recipient
and a Stormont Vail patient escort
and translator. She will be attend-
" ing Kansas University to study

_ Nursing and Spanish. She was
also the recipient of the prestig-
ious David Wall Scholarship.

Emma Culbertson served as
President of the THS Thespian

J Troupe and was on the steering
committee for Theater in Our

- Schools. She was a Tower Award
Recipient for standing tall among
her peers. She will be attending

~ Kansas University to study Broad-
| cast Journalism.

the Senior Class President and a

| Governor’s Scholar in the top 10%

| of seniors in the state. She was se-

| lected by her peers as the Home-

"_“ coming Queen and will be attending

Georgetown University to study Pre
-Law.

Stuart Campbell was the Drum
Line Captain participating in hun-
dreds of performances. He was
also the Cross Country Team Cap-
tain for two years and was selected

Aizik Ramirez served as the Senior
Class Treasurer. He was on the Cheer
Squad for four years and was selected
as the All-Squad Cheer MVP. He was
the Spirit Club Social Media Chair-
man. He will be attending the Univer-
sity of Kansas to study Communica-
tions.

™ the University of Central Missouri
to study Music Production.

What are they doing now? Send contact information about previous scholarship recipients to
thshs@thshistoricalsociety.org . They are: Adam Nordstrom 1994, Amy Wurtz 1995, Bree Elrod 1996, Breanna Mil-
ler 1997, Brooke Mellen 1997, John VanSickle 1998, Eva Davis Chevreaux 1998, Joel Crandall 1999, Megan Petty
1999, Gabrianna Hall 2000, Courtney Self 2001, Hannah Mueldener 2002, Carly Waugh 2002, Katie O'Hara Calcultt
2003, Christopher Luxem 2004, Catharine Brennan 2005, Jayne Long 2005, Tom Rosen 2006, Jennifer Kirmer 2007,
Ryan Patrick 2007, Kelly Jacobsen 2008, Bobby Ross 2008, Laura Salvatore 2009, Anna Hamilton 2010, Addison Kee-
gan-Harris 2010, Kaitlin Kobs 2011, Nicole Montague 2012, Marah Schlingensiepen 2013, Christine Christensen 2013,
Alyce Williams 2015, Alayna Hewitt 2015, Jessica Moore 2016, Brianna Jackson 2016, Matthew Johnstone 2017, Emily
Goodrow 2017, Adrianna Mead 2018, Amber Schmidt 2018, Julia Howell 2018, Angelica Comahig 2019, Haley Piper
2019, Irene Caracioli 2020, Madison Jacques 2020, Zoe Caryl 2021, Nate Routsong 2021, Elaine Bunten 2021, Adri-
anne Caracioli 2022, Emily Locke 2022, Lillian Thornton 2022, Adisyn Caryl 2023, Thomas Schmidt 2023, Kushal Ma-
millapalli 2023, McCall Beall 2024, Isabelle Hays 2024, Emma Ludlum 2024, Ke Ni 2024, and Hank Stamper 2024.
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Thank you and Happy Trails, Kerry Zimmerman!

Zim is retiring! This
day was inevitable,
but he has been such a
constant presence at
THS, it seems like he

| has always roamed the
Halls of Troy. Mr. Zim-
merman has taught at
Topeka High for 32

1 years. With the excep-
| tion of a semester at
Blue Valley North, he
& has spent his career at
THS, including doing
his student teaching
with Art Sandquist.

' He is the only one in
his family that did not
graduate from Topeka
High. He met his wife,
a THS grad, when her
younger sister was in his class. Mrs. Zimmerman,
also named Kari, had already graduated and was at
a sporting event supporting her sister when they
met. Their two girls recently graduated from THS
and are in college working toward their chosen ca-
reers.

Mr. Zimmerman has taught Biology, Honors Biolo-
gy, AP Biology, Ecology, and Anatomy & Physiology.
He also has sponsored/coached a myriad of clubs
and teams. They include:

- National Honor Society

- Student Government

- School Improvement

- AVID Site Team

- 15 years of men’s & women'’s golf

- 5 years of men’s basketball

- 11 years of women’s basketball

- Men’s & women'’s cross country

- Men’s & women’s track

Zim got involved in basketball as a walk on basket-
ball player at the University of Kansas. He played

_ i
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Kerry Zimmerman, left, with
Anton Ahrens (former THS
Science Faculty)

on the JV team where he was coached by John
Calapari. Mark Turgeon and RC Buford, current
General Manager of the San Antonio Spurs, were
assistant coaches and Bill Self was a graduate as-
sistant coach.

Zim'’s favorite THS memories include:

- The four band trips to Florida with retired band
director Steve Holloman. He says he will remember
these trips forever because of the experiences with
the students and the trips were shared with one of
his best friends.

- Taking students to participate in Doctor for a Day
at KU Med.

- Coaching various sports. He remembers Richard
Barber, a track and field star and one of the best
athletes in the state.

- His most cherished memories are of working with
students in his classroom. This is where he feels
more comfortable and in his element.

When he retires, he plans on going to Avery’s soc-
cer games, hunting, fishing, and traveling to see
friends and relatives. When he isn’t busy, he says
he is going to substitute.

Mr. Zimmerman wants to express his gratitude to
everyone for his great career. He says, “All the stu-
dents I taught, the people I've worked with, and the
friends I've made have made me love coming to
work each day. “

He added, “You only get what you give. I gave love,
compassion, joy, and belief to kids.”

A student that recently had Mr. Zimmerman says,
“He is such a caring teacher. He loves his job and
his students. That is infectious and carries over to
his classroom.” She spoke of how much she loved
learning in his classroom because it was just so
much fun.

Article by Tonya Foster, THS Media Specialist

Mr. Zimmerman was recognized by Topeka Public
Schools in 2025 as District Distinguished Staff.

News about THS graduates is important to us. We want to know about your careers, honors, and THS
memories. Drop us a note at thshs@thshistoricalsociety.org.
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2025 THS Graduate Hall of Fame

One hundred thirty nine inductees have their portraits displayed in the THS Hall of Fame Room.
Thirty seven outstanding staff have been honored as Distinguished Staff. The 2025 induction cere-
mony will be held in Hoehner Auditorium on Sunday, October 5, at 2 pm. Join us for the afternoon
of showcasing our current students and honoring our outstanding graduates. The 2025 honorees are:

Ira J. Hutchison Class  and she went on to become the first African
of 1944 American social worker hired by Topeka

A member of the Topeka Public Schools. She has served as the Execu-
High Ramblers and a tive Director of the Topeka Public Schools
Navy Veteran. Dr. Foundation.

Hutchison graduated
from K-State and Colum-
bia University. He went
on to become the first
African American Depu-
ty Director of the National Park Service.

Dr. K. Allen Greiner

Class of 1987

THS football player,

a member of Madri-

gals, and Royalty of
- Courts candidate,
Dr. Sam Lux Class of . % Allen studied at
1958 ‘ Brown University
Sam was a member of and KU. He became the Vice Chair of the De-
the THS Madrigals and partment of Family Medicine and Commu-
actor in many THS nity Health at the University of Kansas Med-
plays and musicals. He ical Center and the Medical Officer for the
received his MD from Wyandotte County (Kansas) Health Depart-

KU and went on to be- ~ ment.
' come Chief of Hematol-

ogy/Oncology and Vice-
Chair for Research at Boston Children’s
Hospital.

Distinguished Staff: Judy
Lloyd Schumaker. Home
conomics Instructor, peer
eacher, and SGA Advisor.
She taught at THS from
1971-1994.

Pamela Johnson-
Betts Class of
1968

THS Drill Team
member and the
first African Ameri- More to come about their lives and accom-
can to be crowned plishments as we get closer to the induction
Queen of the All ceremony on Sunday, October 5, 2025, 2 pm,
School Party. Pam- THS Hoehner Auditorium. The public is

ela studied at Washburn University and KU welcome to attend.

THS Welcome Desk

The next time you enter the Halls
of Troy, remember to check in at
the desk that sits in front of the
central display case. The new oak
‘Welcome Desk’ was made possi-
ble by a gift from Lori Roenbaugh,
Left, Andrea Etzel 2001, retired coach, teacher, and Special
"| 2025 THSHS President, Education Department Chairman.
and Lori Roenbaugh.
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~ 2025 CLASS REUNIONS ~

Homecoming vs Junction City, September 26 - 6 pm, Hummer Sports Park
Homecoming parade - September 26, following 1 pm assembly. Line up on Polk Street.

Class Dates For More Information

Class of 1960 October 3-4 woodlawngg@sbcglobal.net

Class of 1965 September 26-28 cadair47@gmail.com, 785-224-4120
Class of 1975 September 26-27 prophetj75@gmail.com, topths75.com
Class of 1995 September 26-28 topekahigh95@yahoo.com

Class of 2005 October 3-4 chiaracareers@gmail.com

Class of 2015 September 26 lucaszryan@gmail.com

Roosevelt All School Reunion - July 12 lkgwaltney@gmail.com

The THS Historical Society assists class reunions by: 1. providing classmate contact information
2. arranging THS tours 3. facilitating the use of the building. Go to thshistoricalsociety.org for words to
the school song, THS graphics, information for reunion coordinators, and more. Let the THSHS know if
your class is having a reunion and we’ll help you get the word out to your classmates.

Black & Gold Report - Graduate in the Spotlight

Harry L. Nelson Class of with some of the earliest supercomputers. He worked
1949 (1932 - 2024) was an on a variety of computers, beginning with the IBM
American mathematician 7030 (nicknamed Stretch). In the 1960s, early units of
and computer programmer. a new computer were typically delivered as “bare
He was a member of the metal,” 1.e. no software of any kind, including no
b 3 A, team that won the World ~ compiler and no operating system. Programs needed

Y s2 > b x‘:' Computer Chess Champi- to be written in assembly language, and the program-

e t G ﬁ = onship in 1983 and 1986,  mer needed to have intimate and detailed knowledge
BN T4 ‘i .& " and was a co-discoverer of of the machine. Harry Nelson was noted as one of the

- ) the 27th Mersenne prime in world’s foremost experts in writing optimized assem-
1979 (at the time, the largest known prime number).  bly language routines for the Cray-1 and Cray X-MP
He served as editor of the Journal of Recreational computers. Dr. Nelson had a lifelong interest in puz-
Mathematics for five years. Most of his professional  zles of all types, and founded the MiniMax Game
career was spent at Lawrence Livermore National La- Company, a small venture that helps puzzle inventors
boratory in Livermore, California, where he worked  to develop and market their products.

THS Class of 1967 representatives Kristen Dutton, Mike

d Jackson, Marsha Martin Sheahan, and Roger Sallman ac-
companied then Principal Glenn Burnett and Theatre in-
structor Martha Herrick to the 1966 Bellamy Award presen-
i tation to Cherry Creek High School in Cherry Creek, Colo-
rado. Mike recalls the car ride out to Colorado by reminiscing:
“Just before the Paxico rest area, I was driving, and we got a flat

tic as changing the tire was not part of her skill set. Roger and I
had the spare out and changed like a pit crew at Indy and we

; were on our way in short order!” It was customary that Bellamy
Pictured above: Dr. Glenn Burnett, Kristen Dutton, Award recipient schools send senior class officers and leaders to
Martha Herrick, Mike Jackson, Miss Margaret — pew awardee school presentations. Topeka High received the
Miller, National Bellamy director; Marsha Martin - Bo1amy Award in 1961, recognizing THS as the finest school in
Sheahan, and Roger Sallman.

the state of Kansas.
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WE REMEMBER OUR GRADUATES & FRIENDS

Jesusita “Jessie” Borjon
1944
Kenneth L. Cowan 1944
Geraldine Poyzer Langston
1947
David C. Overmyer 1947
Maxine Liggett Kebert 1947
Marilyn Anderson White
1948
Marion Colton Vernon 1948
Garland D. Richardson

Peggy Webb Westlund
1954

1954

Warren Riekenberg 1954
Jacquetta (Jacque) Alvis
McKibbin 1955
Susan Schober True 1955
Charles E. Eberhart 1955

1949 Rosalie McClaran Ridgeway
William R. Carpenter, Jr. 1956
1950 Richard P. Flores 1956
Charles “Chuck” F. Newman  Amelia “Emily” Gonzales
1950 Serrano 1956
Elizabeth Garner Stubbings Janice LaNoir Jacques
1950 Newbold 1956

Ernest G. “Ernie Red” G.
Hodison 1951,
THS Administrator
Mark L. Bennett, Jr. 1952
Meredith Andres Emmot

Billye June Barnett
Betsworth 1957
Stephen A. Bennett 1957
Charles H. Colter 1957
Penny Palmer Lumpkin

1952 1957
Carol Ann King Whelan Cenaida “Cindy” Barranco
1953 Gonzalez 1958

R.R. Anderson 1953
Clarence “Bud” McKay, Jr.

Vana Reade Norman 1958
Raymond Frye 1958

1954 Janet Hamilton Pearson
Ann Johnson Havenhill 1959
1954 Ronald R. DeWeese 1960

Raymond C. Stockwell 1954
Paul E. Dixson 1954

Van Moe 1960
Sharon Rake McDorman
1961

Shirley Clinkenbeard Scott

Jacqueline Winslow
Patterson 1961
Mona Lee Myrick Felch
1962

Marcia Laird Robison 1954 Warren “Robin” Smith 1962

Gary L. Bohannon 1963
Jodi Johnson Panula 1963
James L.P. Hurd 1963
Charlotte Johnson Hastings
1963

1964
Timothy F. Degginger 1965
Dee Jay Estes 1965
Beverly A. Richard Kennedy
1965
Wanda D. Calvert Carlson
1966
Terry A. Simmons 1966
Thomas E. Paige 1966
Jerry Lee Armstrong 1968
Donald “Don” E. Mutschler
1969
Roger A. Johnson 1969
John C. Drain, Jr. 1969
Carolyn Evangeline Kearse
1969
David M. “Dave” Chilgren
1969
Lynn A. Roberts 1969
Jeffrie A. Dilliehunt 1970
J. Lewis Wonzer 1970
Linda Owens Kinney 1970
Nancy JoAnn Ott 1970
Gregory T. Smith 1971

Daniel A. “Dan” Neill 1971
Shirley Frederick Casto
1974

Sheila Ann Freeman Gropp

1974

0.J. “James” Thomas 1975

Mary Jane Kreipe Wilson
1975
Kim Johnston Brown 1976
Josephina Wright 1976

JoAnn McMaster Frost 1955 Tanya Jean Wells Howard Arietta Marie Chisham 1976

Robert “Bob” Hiatt 1977
Kimberly Gene Terhune
1978
Joyce Elaine Nickerson
1978
Tamara Mae Eakes Crites
1979
Mark D. Quiett 1981
Derron Lindsey 1983
Sheryl Ann Jackson Haug
1989
James S. Phelps 1991
Adrian T. Grant Majette
1992
Oscar Ramirez 2019
Leon “Joe” McBroom 2000
Keith Cordell Parker 2004
Henry Y. Magana, Jr.
current student
Harold J. Sheffield, Sr.
THS Administrator
Sharon Blount-Woods,
Friend of THSHS

FAREWELL FRIEND, TIM DEGGINGER

In 1972, when his father died, Tim Degginger hung up his lawyer shingle
in Lawrence, KS to take over the reins of Degginger’s Foundry as its
third generation owner. Metal art created at the foundry is found in Tope-
ka, the country, and around the world. Topeka High can boast of a build-
ing full of Degginger Foundry handiwork. Brass room numbers hang
above doorways. Donor and individual plaques of all sizes line the walls.
Twenty four student cafeteria chandeliers were replicated. Chandeliers in
the English and Social Rooms were refurbished at the foundry. Degginger
Foundry fashioned a new center chandelier in Hoehner Auditorium after it
crashed in 1994. It is impossible to tell the old from the new. The seven-
teen foot Trojan Statue that stands guard at the front of the building is a
masterpiece created at Degginger’s Foundry. Thank you, Tim, for show-

casing your art at Topeka High. Tim, THS 1965 and THS Graduate Hall
of Fame, passed away in Topeka April 19, 2025.
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Support the THS Historical Society Now & After Your Lifetime

It’s easy to continue your support of the THS Histori-
cal Society as you plan for “after your lifetime.” The
Historical Society offers multiple ways to give back to
the school you remember attending in your teens. Your
gift will continue to preserve, promote, and enhance
the traditions and heritage of Topeka High School.
To add a gift to Topeka High School Historical So-
ciety in your will, share this simple sentence with your
estate planning attorney:
“I give to the THS Historical Society, a nonprofit cor-
poration currently located at 800 SW Tenth Avenue,
Topeka, Kansas 66612, or its successor thereto,
(write in amount or percentage of the es-
tate) for its unrestricted charitable use and purpose.”
To make the THS Historical Society a beneficiary of
your retirement account, savings account or CD, or life

insurance, contact the administrator of your account
and share our tax ID number, as well as the amount or
percentage you’d like THS Historical Society to re-
ceive after your lifetime.

You may designate your gift for one or more of THS

Historical Society funds:

Operations (for daily expenses and support)

Tower Society (for preservation projects)
Endowment (for long-term benefit)

Tax ID Number: 48-1003353
Thank you for your generosity!

If you have questions, call the THSHS office - 785-295
-3200

Other Opportunities To Help Your School

Do you enjoy data entry? Do you love a treasure
hunt?

The museum database of THSHS artifacts is moving
to a web-based system, so more people will be able
to access it to add information.

Starting this fall, THSHS will be needing volunteers
to help organize its collections, get data entered into
the museum database and sort through new acquisi-
tions.

The big project will be sorting the hundreds of tro-
phies stored in the Tower. Each one will be photo-
graphed and logged. Some will be kept, some will be
offered to people who earned them, and some will be
donated for repurposing.

There will be a lot of “Wow!” and “I had no idea!”
and “Look at this!” If that sounds like fun to you, let
Joan Barker know by emailing her at
thshs@thshistoricalsociety.org or calling 785-295-
3200.

Inventory the vintage THS Video Tapes
(sports, music, etc), in VHS, 16mm,
and DVD formats
The collection is full of treasures. This can be done
on your own time.

THSHS Museum Volunteer - set your hours

THSHS graduate database updating - You can do
it at home.

THS tour guide - walk the halls with visitors!
Training is provided

Questions? Give us a call at 785-295-3200

Wondering what to do with your used car,
truck or motorcycle that has been taking up
space in your garage? Do-
nating your old vehicle to
the Topeka High School
Historical Society is con-
venient, easy, and may
qualify you for a tax de-
duction. And best of all,
your donation of that
used vehicle will make a
big difference in support-
ing Topeka High projects.
All'you need to do is to complete the Vehicles
for Charity simple form on the THSHS website
or call 1-866-628-2277. Vehicles for Charity will
take care of the rest. They will pick up your
vehicle, arrange to have your donation towed,
and provide you with a tax-deductible receipt,
all at no charge to you. Call 1-866-628-2277 or
online at www.thshistoricalsociety.org/support-
2/vehicles-for-charity.

FRATETAIIEITG D GITES,
Read JHow

j FOOD STORES®

Support your favorite non-profit, the THS His-
torical Society, every time you shop at Dillons.
The Kroger Stores sponsors the Community
Rewards Program of Dillons. Go to
www.kroger.com/i/community/community-
rewards to sign up to shop for the THS Histori-
cal Society. The THSHS received $477.98
from the Kroger-Dillon’s Reward Program
in 2024. Thanks to our Trojan Shoppers!


http://www.vehiclesforcharity.org/Donate/THSH.html
http://www.vehiclesforcharity.org/Donate/THSH.html
mailto:thshs@thshistoricalsociety.org

THS Historical Society Supporters (On a Mission for THS)

Graduation Year

First Name Last Name (as student) Current Last Name

Spouse First Name (THS grads) Last Name (as student) Spouse Graduation Year
Street City

State Zip Code Country

Home Phone E-mail

ANNUAL SUPPORT - (for operational expenses & THSHS special events)

Amount
Yearly Donation ($25) .......cooeeiiiiiiiiiii $
Extra annual donation of $1 for each year since my graduation (i.e. Class of 1975,
50 years since graduation=$50) $
Bonus gift honoring 40th Anniversary of the THS Historical Society ($40) $
I want to sponsor an annual contribution for a friend ($25):
Name Graduation year
Address City State Zip
Check enclosed: o (payable to THS Historical Society or THSHS) TOTAL §
Charge account: o Visa o Master Card o American Express o Discover ($50 minimum
requested)
Name on Card:
Number: - - - CV # (required)
Expiration Date: Month Year

Mail to: THSHS, 800 SW Tenth Ave., Topeka, KS 66612, or pay online at: thshistoricalsociety.org/

2 A storm on May 18, 2025
P took out another huge

¥ branch from a mighty oak
on the east side of the en-
trance veranda. It is most
likely the oldest tree on the
THS campus. Lynne Tea-
ford (THS Horticulture
Teacher) used the damaged
tree for a class lesson. The
class decided that the tree
had probably not been
struck by lightning, as the
leaves were not shriveled.
They found hollowness,
The old oak tree has lost some signifi- ~which could be part of the

cant branches in recent years. Notice natural aging process or
the diameter of the branch on the
1931 The tree on the left might be ground. could mean weakness

the tree being beaten by the weather. f:aused by infection or
insect damage.
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Upcoming Dates
Friday, September 26, THS Homecoming,
1 pm assembly in Hoehner Auditorium, followed by parade
7 pm game vs Emporia, Hummer Sports Park

Saturday, October 4, 2 - 4 pm, VIP Reception honoring the 40th year of the THSHS T

Sunday, October 5, 2 pm, THS Hoehner Auditorium,
Graduate Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
Members of the public are welcome
Tuesday, December 9, Friends of THS Lunch, watch for more information
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